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Regional and local histories are generally neglected or dealt 
within a broader political perspective. The problem has generated a 
sort of culturally alien psychological attitude, resulting in the 
marginalization of culturally coherent knowledge as well as 
passions, feelings, activity, and even planning and vision. Writing 
a local history requires a lot of empirical strength and field work. 
However still we can find a heap of works on the regional history, 
which cannot be taken as histories rather can be taken as notes, 
comments, observations, views and if more than that just collection 
of information available. An analytical approach or what one can 
say linking a region with its contemporary world, civilization and 
culture and measuring cross-cultural and cross region mutual 
impacts, coherence and conflict still is the dream visualized by a 
short number of intellectuals. The post new world order space of 
globalization has generally declared such identical issues irrelevant  
although a fundamental standing of human society depends not on 
global vision rather on primary regional concerns.  

In this perspective, although written in non-professional 
style, Tarikh-e- Sahiwal not only adopts a style of modern 
research, rather links the regional history with the post modern 
globalized knowledge. It is annals of one of the most ancient 
centers of South Asian civilization well known in history as ‘Ganji 
Bar’, ‘Sandal Bar’ and ‘Neeli Bar’. For, the author has used all 
available sources, from the ancient times to the present and has 
used all modern theories of the rise and fall and inter-civilization 
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relations which make this work more professional than other works 
on the history of Punjab or history of Multan. To represent the 
region, the author has introduced a new term of ‘She-Aaba’ (the 
land of three rivers) replacing ‘Doaba’ (the land of two rivers) and 
Punjabah (the land of Five Rivers). Primarily, this terminology 
establishes a new regional identity, buried in history, independent 
of Western Multani Identity and Eastern Punjabi identity and 
which was termed after the permanent settlement during the British 
period as ‘Jangli’. Passing through the ancient annals, the author 
revisit, reconstruct and revise the most ancient and most civilized 
status of what has been converted into an ‘other’ against the 
civilized.  

The book is written with a vision of comprehensive history 
covering almost all aspects of social, cultural, ethnic, economic 
and historical identity.  The history is a deviation from the politics-
centric tradition also in a great style. Out of 498 pages almost only 
100 pages are devoted to ‘so called’ central theme of political or 
imperial history. Rest of the work is perfectly devoted to the 
ancient civilization status of Harappa and the modern ethnography 
of the region, as well as administrative and cultural history. In that 
sense the author has very beautifully reflected the changing 
patterns of ethno-regional identity from the most ancient times to 
the present. Other than cross cultural interaction, permanent 
settlement, migration and imperial patterns of development are 
reflected as the main factors contributing to the new cultural, 
economic, ethnic and linguistic identity of the region of ‘Seh- 
Aaba’. This identity is further strengthened by a representation of 
the region as a liberty loving region. The people belonging to that 
region are represented as resisting and revolting against all sorts of 
oppression and imperialism from the time of Alexander the Great 
in fourth century bBC to the time of War of Independence against 
the British in 1857. His restoration of local heroics of ‘Shudrasi’, 
‘Kathuia’ and ‘Maluhi’ tribes and the history of independent states 
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of ‘Neeli Bar’, ‘Sandal Bar’ and ‘Gangi Bar’ along with the heroes 
of War of Independence 1857, appear to be the real contributions 
to bringing the regional history of the ‘Bars’ to a civilized and 
cultured identity. 

The authors foremost interest and experience in literature, 
social work, cultural performance, drama, theatre, radio and print 
journalism has potentially contributed to the versatility of ‘Tarikh-
e-Sahiwal. He seems to be well aware with the ethnic and cultural 
differences and conflicts between different identical groups of the 
region and this make the narration of customs and ritual more 
interesting.  All the views and claims are supported by the 
evidences or references along with maps and pictorial 
presentations. Collectively, the personal experience of author 
reflects the region as a multicultural and multiethnic entity still 
struggling for a cultural reconciliation and coherence among the 
different ethnic groups. 

Structure of the presentation reflects a sort of chronological 
order along with the division into chapters on the model of main 
stream academic research work that establish the authority of 
Tarikh-e-Sahiwal as an authentic work. Although, for the ancient 
history and cultural representations, the author has used the 
evidences from the western scholarship and has used the 
mainstream western theories, for his contemporary history, the 
author focuses on his personal empirical observations as well as 
experiences along with official administrative data.  However, 
M.A. Ashraf has very successfully kept himself away from any 
controversial debate that makes his work a popular public history 
of ‘Bar’ regions of Pakistan.  

           


